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little doubt that it is at any rate a partial solution of the problem.
Some of the images are little more than embossed carvings on
the face of the rock without surrounding alley-ways.   In one
instance, inside the crater, a piece of rock which has been left
standing on the very summit of the cliff has been utilised in
such a way that the figure lies on its side, while its back is formed
by the outward precipice (fig. 56); this is contrary to all usual
methods, and it seems improbable that it was intended to make
it into a standing statue.   Perhaps the strongest evidence is
afforded by the size of some of the statues: the largest (fig. 55;
no. 64, fig. 60) is 66 feet in length, whereas 36 feet is the extreme
ever found outside the quarry; tradition, it is true, points
out the ahu on the south coast for which this monster was
designed, but it is difficult to believe it was ever intended
to move such a mass.   If this theory is correct, it would be
interesting to know whether the stage of carving came first, and
that of removal followed, as the workmen became more expert;
or whether it was the result of decadence when labour may have.
become scarce.   It is, of course, possible that the two methods
proceeded concurrently, rock-carvings being within the means
of those who could not procure the labour necessary to move
the statue.
Legendary lore throws no light on these matters, nor on the
reasons which led to the desertion of this labyrinth of work; it
has invented a story which entirely satisfies the native mind
and is repeated on every occasion. There was a certain old
woman who lived at the southern corner of the mountain and
filled the position of cook to the image-makers. She was the
most important person of the establishment, and moved the
images by supernatural power (mana), ordering them about at
her will One day, when she was away, the workers obtained a
fine lobster, which had been caught on the west coast, and ate
it up, leaving none for her; unfortunately they forgot to conceal
the remains, and when the cook returned and found how she
had been treated, she arose in her wrath, told all the images to
fall down, and thus brought the work to a standstill,
-	Standing Statues of Rano Ramku.—Descending from, the'
•	l^rri^ we £urn to the figures below.   A few at the foot of .the
:;ipo$&£ainhave obviously been thrown down; one of these (no. 6,
ij^fp) IS** wrecked in the same conflict as the one on Ahu Paro,

